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Introduction
Andorra, officially the Principality of Andorra (Catalan: Principat d'Andorra),
also called the Principality of the Valleys of Andorra, is a landlocked
microstate in Southwestern Europe, located in the eastern Pyrenees
mountains and bordered by Spain and France. It is the sixth smallest nation
in Europe, having an area of 468 km2 (181 sq mi) and an estimated
population of 85,000 in 2012. Its capital, Andorra la Vella, is the highest
capital city in Europe, at an elevation of 1,023 metres (3,356 ft) above sea
level. The official language is Catalan, although Spanish, Portuguese, and
French are also commonly
spoken.

Created under a charter in 988,
the present Principality was
formed in 1278. It is known as a
principality as it is a monarchy
headed by two co-princes - the
Bishop of Urgell and the
President of France.

Andorra is a prosperous country
mainly because of its tourism
industry, which services an estimated 10.2 million visitors annually, and also
because of its status as a tax haven. It is not a member of the European
Union, but the euro is the de facto currency. The people of Andorra have the
4th highest human life expectancy in the world — 82 years at birth.

History

Tradition holds that Charles the Great (Charlemagne) granted a charter to
the Andorran people in return for fighting against the Moors. Overlordship of
the territory was by the Count of Urgell and eventually by the bishop of the
Diocese of Urgell. In 988, Borrell II, Count of Urgell, gave the Andorran
valleys to the Diocese of Urgell in exchange for land in Cerdanya. Since then
the Bishop of Urgell, based in Seu d'Urgell, has owned Andorra.

Before 1095, Andorra did not have any type of military protection and the
Bishop of Urgell, who knew that the Count of Urgell wanted to reclaim the
Andorran valleys, asked for help and protection from the Lord of Caboet. In
1095, the Lord of Caboet and the Bishop of Urgell signed under oath a
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declaration of their co-sovereignty over Andorra. Arnalda, daughter of Arnau
of Caboet, married the Viscount of Castellbd and both became Viscounts of
Castellbo and Cerdanya. Years later their daughter, Ermessenda, married
Roger Bernat II, the French Count of Foix. They became Roger Bernat II and
Ermessenda I, Counts of Foix, Viscounts of Castellbdo and Cerdanya, and also
co-sovereigns of Andorra (shared with the Bishop of Urgell).

In the 11th century, a dispute arose between the Bishop of Urgell and the
Count of Foix. The conflict was resolved in 1278 with the mediation of
Aragon by the signing of the first paréage which provided that Andorra's
sovereignty be shared between the count of Foix (whose title would
ultimately transfer to the French head of state) and the Bishop of Urgell, in
Catalonia. This gave the principality its territory and political form.

20t Century

Andorra declared war on Imperial Germany during World War I, but did not
actually take part in the fighting. It remained in an official state of
belligerency until 1939 as it was not included in the Treaty of Versailles.

In 1933, France occupied Andorra as a result of social unrest before
elections. On July 12, 1934, adventurer Boris Skossyreff issued a
proclamation in Urgell, declaring himself "Boris I, King of Andorra",
simultaneously declaring war on the Bishop of Urgell. He was arrested by
Spanish authorities on July 20 and ultimately expelled from Spain. From
1936 to 1940, a French detachment was garrisoned in Andorra to prevent
influences of the Spanish Civil War and Francoist Spain. Francoist troops
reached the Andorran border in the later stages of the war. During World
War II, Andorra remained neutral and was an important smuggling route
between Vichy France and Spain.

Given its relative isolation, Andorra has existed outside the mainstream of
European history, with few ties to countries other than France and Spain. In
recent times, however, its thriving tourist industry along with developments
in transport and communications have removed the country from its
isolation. Its political system was modernised in 1993, when it became a
member of the United Nations and the Council of Europe.



Culture

The official and historic language is Catalan. Thus the culture is Catalan, with
its own specificity.

Drzave:
Spanija
Andora
Portugal
Francuska

Andorra is home to folk dances like the contrapas and marratxa, which
survive in Sant Julia de Loria especially. Andorran folk music has similarities
to the music of its neighbours, but is especially Catalan in character,
especially in the presence of dances such as the sardana. Other Andorran
folk dances include contrapas in Andorra la Vella and Saint Anne's dance in
Escaldes-Engordany. Andorra's national holiday is Our Lady of Meritxell Day,
September 8. American Folk Artist Malvina Reynolds, intrigued by its defense
budget of $4.90, wrote a song "Andorra". Pete Seeger added verses, and
sang "Andorra" on his 1962 album "The Bitter and the Sweet.".
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